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PLANNING & REGULATION COMMITTEE - 8 JANUARY 2018

POLICY ANNEX (RELEVANT DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND OTHER POLICIES)

Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan 1996 — Saved Policies (OMWLP):

POLICY SH2: TRAFFIC IMPACT IN SUTTON

Planning permission will not be granted for mineral extraction or waste disposal,
including development which would intensify existing workings, where the
development would lead to a significant increase in traffic in Sutton or prolongation of
significant traffic intrusion, unless the Sutton bypass has been constructed and
brought into use. If necessary, weight restrictions will be placed within the village
following construction of the bypass.

POLICY SH3: ROUTEING AGREEMENTS

The County Council will seek routeing agreements with operators in order to limit the
use of the A415 through Standlake and southwards over Newbridge. The preferred
routes will be the A415 north of Standlake to the Ducklington bypass, or the B4449
via the Blackditch, Sutton and Eynsham bypasses.

Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Core Strategy

POLICY M1: RECYCLED AND SECONDARY AGGREGATE

So far as is practicable, aggregate mineral supply to meet demand in Oxfordshire
should be from recycled and secondary aggregate materials in preference to primary
aggregates, in order to minimise the need to work primary aggregates.

The production and supply of recycled and secondary aggregate, including that
which improves waste separation and the range or quality of end products, will be
encouraged so as to enable the maximum delivery of recycled and secondary
aggregate within Oxfordshire. Where practicable, the transport of recycled and
secondary aggregate materials (both feedstock and processed materials) from
locations remote from Oxfordshire should be by rail.

Provision will be made for facilities to enable the production and/or supply of a
minimum of 0.926 million tonnes of recycled and secondary aggregates per annum.

Sites which are suitable for facilities for the production and/or supply of recycled and
secondary aggregates at locations that are in accordance with policies W4 and W5
and other relevant policies of this Plan and of other development plans will be
allocated in the Minerals and Waste Local Plan: Part 2 — Site Allocations Document.
Permission will be granted for such facilities at these allocated sites provided that the
requirements of policies C1 — C12 are met.

Permission will normally be granted for recycled and secondary aggregate facilities
at other sites, including for temporary recycled aggregate facilities at aggregate
quarries and landfill sites, that are located in accordance with policies W4 and W5
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and that meet the requirements of policies C1 — C12, taking into account the benefits
of providing additional recycled and secondary aggregate capacity and unless the
adverse impacts of doing so significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits.
Where permission is granted for such a facility at a time-limited mineral working or
landfill site this will normally be subject to the same time limit as that applying to the
host facility and the site shall be restored in accordance with the requirements of
policy M10 for restoration of mineral workings at the end of its permitted period.
Except where a new planning permission is granted for retention of the facility
beyond its permitted end date, temporary facility sites shall be restored at the end of
their permitted period.

Sites for the production and/or supply of recycled and secondary aggregate will be
safeguarded under Policy M9 and/or W11 and safeguarded sites will be defined in
the Site Allocations Document.

POLICY W1: OXFORDSHIRE WASTE TO BE MANAGED

Provision will be made for waste management facilities to provide capacity that
allows Oxfordshire to be net self-sufficient in the management of its principal waste
streams — municipal solid waste (or local authority collected waste), commercial and
industrial waste, and construction, demolition and excavation waste — over the period
to 2031.

The amounts of waste for which waste management capacity needs to be provided
is as follows:

Forecasts of waste for which waste management capacity needs to be provided
2016 — 2031 (million tonnes per annum)

Waste Type 2016 2021 2026 2031
Municipal Solid Waste 0.32 0.34 0.36 0.38
Commercial and Industrial 0.54 0.56 0.57 0.58
Waste

These forecasts will be kept under review and updated as necessary in the
Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Annual Monitoring Reports.

Provision for facilities for hazardous waste, agricultural waste, radioactive waste and
waste water/sewage sludge will be in accordance with policies W7, W8, W9 and
W10 respectively.

POLICY W2: OXFORDSHIRE WASTE MANAGEMENT TARGETS
Provision will be made for capacity to manage the principal waste streams in a way

that provides for the maximum diversion of waste from landfill, in line with the
following targets:
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Oxfordshire waste management targets 2016 — 2031

Year

2016

2021 2026

2031

MUNICIPAL WASTE

Composting & food
waste treatment

29%

32% 35%

35%

Non-hazardous
waste recycling

33%

33% 35%

35%

Non-hazardous
residual waste
treatment

30%

30% 25%

25%

Landfill

(these percentages
are not targets but
are included for
completeness)

8%

5% 5%

5%

Total

100%

100% 100%

100%

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL WASTE

Composting & food
waste treatment

5%

5% 5%

5%

Non-hazardous
waste recycling

55%

60% 65%

65%

Non-hazardous
residual waste
treatment

15%

25% 25%

25%

Landfill

(these percentages
are not targets but
are included for
completeness)

25%

10% 5%

5%

Total

100%

100% 100%

100%
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CONSTRUCTION,DEMOLITION &

EXCAV ATION WASTE

Proportion of
Projected Arisings
taken to be Inert*

80%

80%

80%

80%

Inert waste recycling

(as proportion of
inert arisings)

55%

60%

65%

70%

Permanent deposit
of inert waste other
than for disposal to
landfill**

(as proportion of
inert arisings)

25%

25%

25%

25%

Landfill

(as proportion of
inert arisings)
(these percentages
are not targets but
are included for
completeness)

20%

15%

10%

5%

Total
(inert arisings)

100%

100%

100%

100%

Proportion of
Projected Arisings
taken to be Non-
Inert*

20%

20%

20%

20%

Composting

(as proportion of
non-inert arisings)

5%

5%

5%

5%

Non-hazardous
waste recycling

(as proportion of
non-inert arisings)

55%

60%

65%

65%

Non-hazardous
residual waste
treatment

(as proportion of
non-inert arisings)

15%

25%

25%

25%

Landfill

(as proportion of
non-inert arisings)
(these percentages

are not targets but
are included for

25%

10%

5%

5%
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completeness)

Total

(non-inert arisings)
* |t is assumed that 20% of the CDE waste stream comprises non-inert materials
(from breakdown in report by BPP Consulting on Construction, Demolition and
Excavation Waste in Oxfordshire, February 2014, page 7). The subsequent targets
are proportions of the inert or non-inert elements of the CDE waste stream.

100% 100% 100% 100%

** This includes the use of inert waste in backfilling of mineral workings & operational
development such as noise bund construction and flood defence works.

Proposals for the management of all types of waste should demonstrate that the
waste cannot reasonably be managed through a process that is higher up the waste
hierarchy than that proposed.

POLICY W3: PROVISION FOR WASTE MANAGEMENT CAPACITY AND
FACILITIES REQUIRED

Provision will be made for the following additional waste management capacity to
manage the non-hazardous element of the principal waste streams:

Non-hazardous waste recycling:
e by 2021: at least 145,400 tpa
e by 2026: at least 203,000 tpa
e by 2031: at least 326,800 tpa

Specific sites for strategic and non-strategic waste management facilities (other than
landfill) to meet the requirements set out in in this policy, or in any update of these
requirements in the Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste Annual Monitoring Reports, at
locations that are in accordance with policies W4 and W5 and other relevant policies
of this Plan and of other development plans will be allocated in the Minerals and
Waste Local Plan: Part 2 — Site Allocations Document. Other sites which are suitable
for strategic and non-strategic waste management facilities and which provide
additional capacity for preparation for re-use, recycling or composting of waste or
treatment of food waste (including waste transfer facilities that help such provision)
at locations that are in accordance with policies W4 and W5 and other relevant
policies of this Plan and of other development plans will also be allocated in the
Minerals and Waste Local Plan: Part 2 — Site Allocations Document.

Permission will be granted at allocated sites for the relevant types and sizes of waste
management facilities for which they are allocated provided that the requirements of
policies C1 — C12 are met.

Permission will normally be granted for proposals for waste management facilities
that provide capacity for preparation for re-use, recycling or composting of waste or
treatment of food waste (including waste transfer facilities that help such provision)
at other sites that are located in accordance with policies W4 and W5 and that meet
the requirements of policies C1 — C12, taking into account the benefits of providing
additional capacity for the management of waste at these levels of the waste
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hierarchy, and unless the adverse impacts of doing so significantly and demonstrably
outweigh the benefits. Where permission is granted for such a facility at a time-
limited mineral working or landfill site this will normally be subject to the same time
limit as that applying to the host facility and the site shall be restored in accordance
with the requirements of policy M10 for restoration of mineral workings at the end of
its permitted period. Except where a new planning permission is granted for retention
of the facility beyond its permitted end date, temporary facility sites shall be restored
at the end of their permitted period.

Proposals for non-hazardous residual waste treatment will only be permitted if it can
be demonstrated that the development would not impede the movement of waste up
the hierarchy and that it would enable waste to be recovered at one of the nearest
appropriate installations, and provided that the proposal is located in accordance
with policies W4 and W5 and meets the requirements of policies C1-C12. Account
will be taken of any requirements for additional non-hazardous residual waste
management capacity that may be identified in the Oxfordshire Minerals and Waste
Annual Monitoring Reports in the consideration of proposals for additional non-
hazardous residual waste management capacity for the principal waste streams.

Proposals for disposal by landfill will be determined in accordance with policy W6.

POLICY W4: LOCATIONS FOR FACILITIES TO MANAGE THE PRINCIPAL
WASTE STREAMS

Facilities (other than landfill) to manage the principal waste streams should be
located as follows:

a) Strategic waste management facilities should normally be located in or close to
Banbury, Bicester, Oxford, Abingdon and Didcot, as indicated on the Waste
Key Diagram. Locations further from these towns may be appropriate where
there is access to the Oxfordshire lorry route network in accordance with Policy
C1io0.

b) Non-strategic waste management facilities should normally be located in or
close to Banbury, Bicester, Oxford, Abingdon and Didcot, the other large towns
(Witney and Wantage & Grove) and the small towns (Carterton, Chipping
Norton, Faringdon, Henley-on-Thames, Thame and Wallingford), as indicated
on the Waste Key Diagram. Locations further from these towns may be
appropriate where there is access to the Oxfordshire lorry route network in
accordance with Policy C10.

c) Elsewhere in Oxfordshire, and particularly in more remote rural areas, facilities
should only be small scale, in keeping with their surroundings.

The locations for strategic and/or non-strategic waste management facilities around
Oxford, Abingdon, Didcot and Wantage and Grove exclude the Oxford Meadows,
Cothill Fen, Little Wittenham and Hackpen Hill Special Areas of Conservation and a
200 metre dust impact buffer zone adjacent to these SACs.
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As indicated on the Waste Key Diagram, strategic and non-strategic waste
management facilities (that comprise major development) should not be located
within Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty except where it can be demonstrated
that the ‘major developments test’ in the NPPF (paragraph 116), and as reflected in
policy C8, is met.

POLICY W5: SITING OF WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITIES

Priority will be given to siting waste management facilities on land that:

o is already in waste management or industrial use; or

o is previously developed, derelict or underused; or

o is at an active mineral working or landfill site; or

o involves existing agricultural buildings and their curtilages; or

o is at a waste water treatment works.

Waste management facilities may be sited on other land in greenfield locations
where this can be shown to be the most suitable and sustainable option.

POLICY C1: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

A positive approach will be taken to minerals and waste development in Oxfordshire,
reflecting the presumption in favour of sustainable development contained in the
National Planning Policy Framework and the aim to improve economic, social and
environmental conditions of the area.

Planning applications that accord with the policies in this plan will be approved,
unless material considerations indicate otherwise. Where there are no policies
relevant to the application, or relevant plan policies are out of date, planning
permission will be granted unless material considerations indicate otherwise, taking
into account whether:

o any adverse impacts of granting permission would significantly and
demonstrably outweigh the benefits of the proposed development when
assessed against the National Planning Policy Framework; or

o specific policies in the National Planning Policy Framework indicate that the
development should be restricted.

POLICY C2: CLIMATE CHANGE

Proposals for minerals or waste development, including restoration proposals,
should take account of climate change for the lifetime of the development from
construction through operation and decommissioning. Applications for development
should adopt a low carbon approach and measures should be considered to
minimise greenhouse gas emissions and provide flexibility for future adaptation to
the impacts of climate change.

POLICY C5: LOCAL ENVIRONMENT, AMENITY AND ECONOMY

Proposals for minerals and waste development shall demonstrate that they will not
have an unacceptable adverse impact on:

o the local environment;

o human health and safety;
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o residential amenity and other sensitive receptors; and
o the local economy;
including from:

— noise;

— dust;

— visual intrusion;

— light pollution;

— traffic;

— air quality;

— odour;

— vermin;

—  birds;

- litter;

— mud on the road;

— vibration;

— surface or ground contamination;

— tip and quarry-slope stability;

— differential settlement of quarry backfill;

— subsidence; and

— the cumulative impact of development.

Where necessary, appropriate separation distances or buffer zones between
minerals and waste developments and occupied residential property or other
sensitive receptors and/or other mitigation measures will be required, as determined
on a site-specific, case-by-case basis.

POLICY C7: BIODIVERSITY AND GEODIVERSITY

Minerals and waste development should conserve and, where possible, deliver a net
gain in biodiversity.

The highest level of protection will be given to sites and species of international
nature conservation importance (e.g. Special Areas of Conservation and European
Protected Species) and development that would be likely to adversely affect them
will not be permitted.

In all other cases, development that would result in significant harm will not be
permitted unless the harm can be avoided, adequately mitigated or, as a last resort,
compensated for to result in a net gain in biodiversity (or geodiversity). In addition:

() Development that would be likely to have an adverse effect on a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (either individually or in combination with other development)
will not be permitted except where the benefits of the development at this site
clearly outweigh both the impacts that it is likely to have on the Site of Special
Scientific Interest and any broader impacts on the national network of Sites of
Special Scientific Interest.

(i) Development that would result in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable
habitats, including ancient woodland and aged or veteran trees, will not be
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permitted except where the need for and benefits of the development in that
location clearly outweigh the loss.

(iii) Development shall ensure that no significant harm would be caused to:
- Local Nature Reserves;
Local Wildlife Sites;
Local Geology Sites;
Sites of Local Importance for Nature Conservation;
Protected, priority or notable species and habitats,
except where the need for and benefits of the development in that location
clearly outweigh the harm.

All proposals for mineral working and landfill shall demonstrate how the development
will make an appropriate contribution to the maintenance and enhancement of local
habitats, biodiversity or geodiversity (including fossil remains and trace fossils),
including contributing to the objectives of the Conservation Target Areas wherever
possible. Satisfactory long-term management arrangements for restored sites shall
be clearly set out and included in proposals. These should include a commitment to
ecological monitoring and remediation (should habitat creation and/or mitigation
prove unsuccessful).

POLICY C8: LANDSCAPE

Proposals for minerals and waste development shall demonstrate that they respect
and where possible enhance local landscape character, and are informed by
landscape character assessment. Proposals shall include adequate and appropriate
measures to mitigate adverse impacts on landscape, including careful siting, design
and landscaping. Where significant adverse impacts cannot be avoided or
adequately mitigated, compensatory environmental enhancements shall be made to
offset the residual landscape and visual impacts.

Great weight will be given to conserving the landscape and scenic beauty of Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and high priority will be given to the
enhancement of their natural beauty. Proposals for minerals and waste development
within an AONB or that would significantly affect an AONB shall demonstrate that
they take this into account and that they have regard to the relevant AONB
Management Plan. Major developments within AONBs will not be permitted except in
exceptional circumstances and where it can be demonstrated they are in the public
interest, in accordance with the ‘major developments test’ in the NPPF (paragraph
116). Development within AONBs shall normally only be small-scale, to meet local
needs and should be sensitively located and designed.

POLICY C10: TRANSPORT

Minerals and waste development will be expected to make provision for safe and
suitable access to the advisory lorry routes shown on the Oxfordshire Lorry Route
Maps in ways that maintain and, if possible, lead to improvements in:

o the safety of all road users including pedestrians;

o the efficiency and quality of the road network; and

o residential and environmental amenity, including air quality.
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Where development leads to a need for improvement to the transport network to
achieve this, developers will be expected to provide such improvement or make an
appropriate financial contribution.

Where practicable minerals and waste developments should be located, designed
and operated to enable the transport of minerals and/or waste by rail, water, pipeline
or conveyor.

Where minerals and/or waste will be transported by road:

a) mineral workings should as far as practicable be in locations that minimise the
road distance to locations of demand for the mineral, using roads suitable for
lorries, taking into account the distribution of potentially workable mineral
resources; and

b) waste management and recycled aggregate facilities should as far as
practicable be in locations that minimise the road distance from the main
source(s) of waste, using roads suitable for lorries, taking into account that
some facilities are not economic or practical below a certain size and may need
to serve a wider than local area.

Proposals for minerals and waste development that would generate significant
amounts of traffic will be expected to be supported by a transport assessment or
transport statement, as appropriate, including mitigation measures where applicable.

POLICY C12: GREEN BELT

Proposals that constitute inappropriate development in the Green Belt, will not be
permitted except in very special circumstances. ‘Very special circumstances’ will not
exist unless the potential harm to the Green Belt by reason of inappropriateness, and
any other harm, is clearly outweighed by other considerations.

Conditions may be imposed on any permission granted to ensure that the
development only serves to meet a need that comprises or forms an ‘other
consideration’ in the Green Belt balance leading to the demonstration of very special
circumstances.

Cherwell Local Plan 1996 (CLP)

POLICY C1: PROTECTION OF SITES OF NATURE CONSERVATION VALUE

The council will seek to promote the interests of nature conservation. Development
which would result in damage to or loss of sites of special scientific interest or other
areas of designated wildlife or scientific importance will not normally be permitted.
Furthermore, the council will seek to ensure the protection of sites of local nature
conservation value. The potential adverse effect of development on such sites will be
a material consideration in determining planning applications.
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POLICY ENV11: PROPOSALS FOR INSTALLATIONS HANDLING HAZARDOUS
SUBSTANCES

Proposals for installations handling hazardous substances will not be permitted in
close proximity to housing and other land uses which may be incompatible from the
safety viewpoint.

POLICY TR7: DEVELOPMENT ATTRACTING TRAFFIC ON MINOR ROADS

Development that would regularly attract large commercial vehicles or large numbers
of cars onto unsuitable minor roads will not normally be permitted.

POLICY TR10: HEAVY GOODS VEHICLES

Development that would generate frequent heavy goods vehicle movements through
residential areas or on unsuitable urban or rural roads will not be permitted. The
Council will resist proposals for the establishment of heavy goods vehicle operating
centres where they would create traffic problems or adversely affect the amenity of
residential areas or villages.

Cherwell Local Plan 2031 (CLP)

POLICY PSD 1: PRESUMPTION IN FAVOUR OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

When considering development proposals the Council will take a proactive approach
to reflect the presumption in favour of sustainable development contained in the
National Planning Policy Framework. The Council will always work proactively with
applicants to jointly find solutions which mean that proposals can be approved
wherever possible, and to secure development that improves the economic, social
and environmental conditions in the area.

Planning applications that accord with the policies in this Local Plan (or other part of
the statutory Development Plan) will be approved without delay unless material
considerations indicate otherwise.

Where there are no policies relevant to the application or relevant policies are out of
date at the time of making the decision then the Council will grant permission unless
material considerations indicate otherwise — taking into account whether:

e any adverse impacts of granting permission would significantly and demonstrably
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the National
Planning Policy Framework taken as a whole; or

e specific policies in the Framework indicate that development should be restricted.

POLICY ESD 2: ENERGEY HIERARCHY AND ALLOWABLE SOLUTIONS

In seeking to achieve carbon emissions reductions, we will promote an ‘energy
hierarchy as follows:
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e Reducing energy use, in particular by the use of sustainable design and
construction measures

e Supplying energy efficiency and giving priority to decentralized energy supply

e Making use of renewable energy

e Making use of allowable solutions.

POLICY ESD 5: RENEWABLE ENERGY

The Council supports renewable and low carbon energy provision wherever any
adverse impacts can be addressed satisfactorily. The potential local environmental,
economic and community benefits of renewable energy schemes will be a material
consideration in determining planning applications.

Planning applications, involving renewable energy development will be encouraged
provided that there is no unacceptable adverse impact, including cumulative impact,
on the following issues, which are considered to be of particular local significance in
Cherwell:

e Landscape and biodiversity including designations, protected habitats and
species, and Conservation Target Areas

e Visual impacts on local landscapes

The historic environment including designated and non designated assets and

their settings

The Green Belt, particularly visual impacts on openness

Aviation activities

Highway and access issues, and

Residential amenity

A feasibility assessment of the potential for significant on site renewable energy
provision (above any provision required to meet national building standards) will be
required for:

e All residential developments for 100 dwellings or more
e All residential developments in off-gas areas for 50 dwellings or more
e All applications for non-domestic developments above 1000™ floorspace.

Where feasibility assessments demonstrate that on site renewable energy provision
is deliverable and viable, this will be required as part of the development unless an
alternative solution would deliver the same or increased benefit. This may include
consideration of ‘allowable solutions’ as Government Policy evolves.

POLICY ESD7: SUSTAINABLE DRAINAGE SYSTEMS (SuDS)

All development will be required to use sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) for the
management of surface water run-off.

Where site specific Flood Risk Assessments are required in association with the
development proposals, they should be used to determine how SuDS can be used
on particular sites and to design appropriate systems.
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In considering SuDS solutions, the need to protect ground water quality must be
taken into account, especially where infiltration techniques are proposed. Where
possible, SuDS should seek to reduce flood risk, reduce pollution and provide
landscape and wildlife benefits. SuDS will require the approval of Oxfordshire
County Council as LLFA and SuDS Approval Body, and proposals must include an
agreement on the future management, maintenance and replacement of the SuDS
features.

POLICY ESD9: PROTECTION OF THE OXFORD MEADOWS SAC
Developers will be required to demonstrate that:

e During construction of the development there will be no adverse effects on the
water quality or quantity of any adjacent or nearby watercourse

e During operation of the development any run-off of water into adjacent or
surrounding watercourses will meet Environmental Quality Standards (and where
necessary oil interceptors, silt traps and Sustainable Drainage Systems will be
included)

e New development will not significantly alter groundwater flows and that the
hydrological regime of the Oxford Meadows SAC is maintained in terms of water
guantity and quality

e Run-off rates of surface water from the development will be maintained at
greenfield rates.

POLICY ESD 10: PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT OF BIODIVERSITY AND
THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Protection and enhancement of biodiversity and the natural environment will be
achieved by the following:

e In considering proposals for development, a net gain in biodiversity will be sought
by protecting, managing, enhancing and extending existing resources, and by
creating new resources

e The protection of trees will be encouraged, with an aim to increase the number of
trees in the district

e The reuse of soils will be sought

e If significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided (though
locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or
as a last resort, compensated for, then development will not be permitted

e Development which would result in damage to or loss of a site of international
value will be subject to the Habitats Regulations Assessment process and will not
be permitted unless it can be demonstrated that there will be no likely significant
effects on the international site or that effects can be mitigated

e Development which would result in damage to or loss of a site of biodiversity or
geological value of national importance will not be permitted unless the benefits
of the development clearly outweigh the harm it would cause to the site and the
wider national network of SSSis, and the loss can be mitigated to achieve a net
gain in biodiversity/geodiversity
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e Development which would result in damage to or loss of a site of biodiversity or
geological value of regional or local importance including habitats of species of
principal importance for biodiversity will not be permitted unless the benefits of
the development clearly outweigh the harm it would cause to the site, and the
loss can be mitigated to achieve a net gain in biodiversity/geodiversity

e Development proposals will be expected to incorporate features to encourage
biodiversity, and retain and where possible enhance existing features of nature
conservation value within the site. Existing ecological networks should be
identified and maintained to avoid habitat fragmentation, and ecological corridors
should form an essential component of green infrastructure provision in
association with new development to ensure habitat connectivity

e Relevant habitat and species surveys and associated reports will be required to
accompany planning applications which may affect a site, habitat or species of
known or potential ecological value

e Air quality assessments will also be required for development proposals that
would be likely to have a significantly adverse impact on biodiversity by
generating an increase in air pollution

e Planning conditions/obligations will be used to secure net gains in biodiversity by
helping to deliver Biodiversity Action Plan targets and/or meeting the aims of
Conservation Target Areas. Developments for which these are the principal aims
will be viewed favourably

e A monitoring and management plan will be required for biodiversity features on
site to ensure their long term suitable management

POLICY ESD 13: LOCAL LANDSCAPE PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT

Opportunities will be sought to secure the enhancement of the character and
appearance of the landscape, particularly in urban fringe locations, through the
restoration, management or enhancement of existing landscapes, features or
habitats and where appropriate the creation of new ones, including the planting of
woodlands, trees and hedgerows.

Development will be expected to respect and enhance local landscape character,
securing appropriate mitigation where damage to local landscape character cannot
be avoided. Proposals will not be permitted if they would:

Cause undue visual intrusion into the open countryside

Cause undue harm to important natural landscape features and topography

Be inconsistent with local character

Impact on areas judged to have a high level of tranquillity

Harm the setting of settlements, buildings, structures or other landmark features,
or

¢ Harm the historic value of the landscape.

Development proposals should have regard to the information and advice contained
in the Council’s Countryside Design Summary Supplementary Planning Guidance,
and the Oxfordshire Wildlife and Landscape Study (OWLS), and be accompanied by
a landscape assessment where appropriate.
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POLICY ESD 14: OXFORD GREEN BELT

The Oxford Green Belt boundaries within Cherwell District will be maintained in order
to:

Preserve the special character and landscape setting of Oxford

Check the growth of Oxford and prevent ribbon development and urban sprawl
Prevent the coalescence of settlements

Assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment

Assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other
urban land.

Development proposals within the Green Belt will be assessed in accordance with
government guidance contained in the NPPF and NPPG. Development within the
Green Belt will only be permitted if it maintains the Green Belt's openness and does
not conflict with the purposes of the Green Belt or harm its visual amenities.
Proposals for residential development will also be assessed against Policies Villages
1 and Villages 3.

A small scale local review of the Green Belt boundary in the vicinity of Langford
Lane, Kidlington and Begbroke Science Park will be undertaken as part of the Local
Plan Part 2, in order to accommodate employment needs (see Policy Kidlington 1).
Further small scale local review of the Green Belt boundary will only be undertaken
where exceptional circumstances can be demonstrated.

West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2011

POLICY BE2: GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

New development should respect and, where possible, improve the character and
quality of its surroundings and provide a safe, pleasant, convenient and interesting
environment.

Proposals for new buildings and land uses should clearly demonstrate how they will
relate satisfactorily to the site and its surroundings, incorporating a landscape
scheme and incidental open space as appropriate.

A landscape scheme accompanying detailed proposals for development should
show, as appropriate, hard and soft landscaping, existing and proposed underground
services, a phasing programme for implementation and subsequent maintenance
arrangements.

Proposals will only be permitted if all the following criteria are met:

Quality of Development and Impact upon the Area:
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a) the proposal is well-designed and respects the existing scale, pattern and
character of the surrounding area;

b) new buildings or extensions to existing buildings are designed to respect or
enhance the form, siting, scale, massing and external materials and colours of
adjoining buildings, with local building traditions reflected as appropriate;

C) the proposal creates or retains a satisfactory environment for people living in
or visiting the area, including people with disabilities;

d) existing features of importance in the local environment are protected and/or
enhanced,

e) the landscape surrounding and providing a setting for existing towns and
villages is not adversely affected,;

f) in the open countryside, any appropriate development will be easily
assimilated into the landscape and wherever possible, be sited close to an
existing group of buildings.

Crime:
0) good design has been used to help reduce the opportunities for crime.
Energy and Resources:

h) regard has been given to:

i) principles of energy and resource conservation;
i) provision for sorting and storage facilities to facilitate recycling of
waste.

POLICY BE3: PROVISION FOR MOVEMENT AND PARKING

Development should make provision for the safe movement of people and vehicles,
whilst minimising impact upon the environment. Within built-up areas priority should
be given to pedestrians, cyclists and public transport.

Proposals will only be permitted if all the following criteria are met:

a) safe and convenient circulation of pedestrians and cyclists, both within the
development and externally to nearby facilities, with provision to meet the
needs of people with impaired mobility as appropriate;

b) safe movement of all vehicular traffic both within the site and on the
surrounding highway network;

C) provision for the increased use of public transport as appropriate to the scale
of development;

d) provision for the parking of vehicles, including bicycles and motorcycles, in
accordance with the standards in Appendix 2.

Development which would have a significant impact on the highway network will not
be permitted without the prior submission of a Transport Assessment.

POLICY BE18: POLLUTION
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Planning permission will not be permitted for development which could give rise to
unacceptable levels of pollution, unless adequate mitigation measures are provided
to ensure that any discharge or emissions will not cause harm to users of land,
including the effects on health and the natural environment.

POLICY T1: TRAFFIC GENERATION
Proposals which would generate significant levels of traffic will not be permitted in
locations where travel by means other than the private car is not a realistic

alternative.

Draft West Oxfordshire Local Plan (DWOLP)

POLICY EH6: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Proposals which are likely to cause pollution or result in exposure to sources of
pollution or risk to safety, will only be permitted if measures can be implemented to
minimise pollution and risk to a level that provides a high standard of protection for
health, environmental quality and amenity. The following issues require particular
attention:

Air quality

The air quality within West Oxfordshire will be managed and improved in line with
National Air Quality Standards, the principles of best practice and the Air Quality
Management Area Action Plans for Witney and Chipping Norton.

Contaminated land

Proposals for development of land which may be contaminated must incorporate
appropriate investigation into the quality of the land. Where there is evidence of
contamination, remedial measures must be identified and satisfactorily implemented.

Hazardous substances, installations and airfields

Development should not adversely affect safety near notifiable installations and
safeguarded airfields.

Artificial light

The installation of external lighting and proposals for remote rural buildings will only
be permitted where:

i) the means of lighting is appropriate, unobtrusively sited and would not result
in excessive levels of light;

i) the elevations of buildings, particularly roofs, are designed to limit light spill;

i) the proposal would not have a detrimental effect on local amenity, character of
a settlement or wider countryside, intrinsically dark landscapes or nature
conservation.
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Noise

Housing and other noise sensitive development should not take place in areas where
the occupants would experience significant noise disturbance from existing or
proposed development.

New development should not take place in areas where it would cause unacceptable
nuisance to the occupants of nearby land and buildings from noise or disturbance.

Water resources

Proposals for development will only be acceptable provided there is no adverse
impact on water bodies and groundwater resources, in terms of their quantity, quality
and important ecological features.

Waste

Planning permission will be granted for appropriately located development that
makes provision for the management and treatment of waste and recycling, in
accordance with the Oxfordshire Joint Municipal Waste Strategy and local waste
management strategy.

POLICY OS1: PRESUMPTION IN FAVOUR OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Planning applications that accord with the policies in this Local Plan (and, where
relevant, with policies in Neighbourhood Plans) will be approved, unless material
considerations indicate otherwise.

Where there are no policies relevant to the application or relevant policies are out of
date at the time of making the decision then the Council will grant permission unless
material considerations indicate otherwise — taking into account whether:

e Any adverse impacts of granting permission would significantly and demonstrably
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the National
Planning Policy Framework taken as a whole; or

e Specific policies in that Framework indicate that development should be
restricted.



